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N o less t h a n fou r o t he r E u r o p e a n 
waters were also cal led R h o d a n o s by the 
Greeks, b u t t he i r l a t e r his tory has been 
m o r e var ied t h a n t h a t of the R h o n e . O n e 
R o d a n u s , as i t was cal led i n Lat in , flows 
in to the Moselle a n d is to -day known as 
the R o n , or R e n . A li t t le s t ream now 
called the R o n e passes th rough Mans . 
T h e r e was once a t h i rd R h o d a n o s some-
where in t h e G a r o n n e bas in , b u t it has 
long since d i s appea red , a t least in name, 
while in I t a ly t h e R o d a n o t ha t joins the 
River Po was cal led R h o d a n o s in Greek 
a n d R o d a n u s in L a t i n . 

T h e origin of this w o r d has been ex-
p la ined in va r ious ways . A La t in philolo-
gist of some f i f teen h u n d r e d years ago as-
serted tha t ' r h o ' was a Cel t ic prefix m e a n -
ing ' too m u c h ' a n d t h a t 'danos ' c ame 
f r o m the H e b r e w root , 'dan,' m e a n i n g ' 
' judge , ' wh ich was also t h e n a m e of one 
of the twelve sons of J a c o b . But mode rn 
research c a n n o t t a k e such naive efforts 
seriously. ' R h o d a n o s ' is n o w supposed to 
be derived f r o m 'rot, ' a secondary form of 
the I n d o - E u r o p e a n root , 'ret.' This root 
underl ies t h e L a t i n w o r d , 'rota,' which 
li terally m e a n s some th ing t ha t runs, a n d 
the Ir ish v e r b , 'rethim,' ' I r u n . ' I t was 
some L i g u r i a n va r i a t ion of this ancient 
word tha t t h e Greeks h e a r d when they 
wen t to Marsei l le a n d t h a t they t rans-
fo rmed in to ' R h o d a n o s ' w h e n they wrote 
a let ter h o m e . 

T H E SPIRITS T A L K TO 
C O N A N D O Y L E 

WE A R E A B O U T T O D I E — y o u 
a n d I . M y a g e is jus t seventy, a n d 

I suppose a n a c t u a r y wou ld give m e five 
m o r e years . ' 

These s t r ange words f r o m a n open 
let ter recent ly w r i t t e n b y Sir A r t h u r 
C o n a n Doyle t o ' those of m y own genera-
t ion ' m a y sound a l i t t le plaint ive to the 
unen l igh tened , b u t to the i r au tho r they 
a r e full of chee r . F o r h e goes on to explain, 
not only t h a t his belief in a fu tu re world 
is unshaken , b u t t h a t h e positively looks 
fo rward to a n inf in i ty spent in t app ing 
tables a n d convers ing wi th agi ta ted ex-

plorers of the region beyond the grave. 
H e admi ts t h a t his belief in personal sur-
vival has occasionally fal tered, bu t , he 
adds, 'always, w h e n I have finished, m y 
j u d g m e n t , wh ich has so seldom failed m e 
in affairs of this wor ld , tells m e t h a t there 
is n o error a n d t ha t this is indeed the 
greatest release of consolation a n d knowl-
edge t ha t has ever come to m a n k i n d . ' 

His fai th in spiri tualism he justifies as 
follows:— 

'Fo r eighty years, it has withstood all 
h u m a n ridicule, prejudice, a n d mis-
representat ion. I t grows, increases, a n d 
broadens^ I t is a religion of knowledge 
a n d it is gained by get t ing in con tac t wi th 
Intell igences which a re on a h igher sphere 
of spiri tuali ty a n d power t h a n ourselves. ' 

T h e creator of Sherlock Holmes does, 
however , a d m i t tha t m a n y psychical 
p h e n o m e n a a re va in a n d foolish, t aken by 
themselves, ' bu t , ' he continues, ' they 
have a definite object for wh ich they a re 
well a d a p t e d , a n d which , in fact , they 
have a t t a ined . T h a t object is to a t t r a c t 
a t ten t ion a n d to show the existence of a n 
invisible a n d appa ren t ly intell igent force. ' 

T h e messages e m a n a t i n g f r o m this 
force are, h e contends, the most impor -
t an t event in the history of the wor ld . 
' T h e y consti tute the first definite, a u t h e n -
tic, detai led news as to the fate which has 
been reserved for all of us. ' 

T o t ha t fa te C o n a n Doyle looks for-
w a r d wi th positive enthus iasm a n d he 
closes his let ter by describing how he 
converted a n old m a n of eighty to Spir i t -
ual ism. 

' H e used to come to our meet ings a n d • 
speak, ' writes Sir A r t h u r . ' W h e n h e was 
eighty-three, he said f r o m the p la t fo rm, 
" I a m three years old, a n d the re"—poin t -
ing to me—"is m y f a the r . " Soon h e died 
in grea t peace . Af te r he h a d la in rigid for 
some minutes , a n d all t hough t t ha t life 
h a d gone, he opened his m o u t h a n d cried 
in a loud voice, " G o d bless C o n a n Doy le . " 
T h e n he r e tu rned in to dea th . T h a t cry 
f rom the grave was one of the rewards 
which have come to m e as a m p l e pay-
m e n t for m y work. ' 
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